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In this article, Concha Delgado-Gaitan describes her experience as a researcher in
Carpinteria, a predominantly Mexican-American community in California. After
collecting data about family literacy practices through ethnographic observations and -
interviews, she began meeting regularly with parents to share her findings and solicit
their input. These meetings became a turning point for Delgado-Gaitan, redirecting
the focus of her research from literacy activities to the process of community empow-
erment as she learned from these parents about their own undersianding of literacy
and about their concerns regarding communication with schools. Through these
meetings, the parents organized as a group, in order to demand that the school
respond to their needs.

The situation challenged Delgado-Gaitan to redefine her role as a researcher. After
much internal debate and reflection, she decided to become involved in the empower-
ment of parents as an informant and facilitator. This article is the story of how this
research project supported the process of community empowerment in Carpinteria, and
how that process challenged the researcher to examine her own identily, to refocus her
research, and to change. - ‘

Over the past twenty years or so, anthropological researchers in education have

employed interpretive ethnographic theories and research tools to study learn-

ing processes from a cultural perspective. Their primary task has been to provide
an adequate contextualization of the cultural phenomena related to education.

More recently, interpretive anthropology has been enriched by the conver-
gence of such approaches as phenomenology, structuralism, transformational
linguistics, semiotics, . critical theory, and hermeneutics (Marcus & Fischer,
1986). This cross-fertilization has been especially useful in providing a new per-

“spective on the “native point of view,” and on the problem of depicting cultural

realities in social interaction. Through critical theory analysis in particular we
find a language of possibility to understand change. Critical theory allows for
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